
Dr. Norma Wirzba, Duke Divinity School, NC. 
 
Norman Wirzba is Research Professor of Theology, Ecology, and Rural Life at Duke 
Divinity School. That's a mouthful! What it means is that Norman teaches and thinks 
about environmental issues from a farmer's point of view. I think we have lots to learn 
from farmers because they have been living close to the land for a very long time. The 
Bible also happens to reflect an agricultural point of view. I grew up as a farm kid in 
western Canada, thinking I would be a rancher in the foothills of the Rockies. Turns out 
that I like books more than I like cows and pigs and chickens (though it is sometimes a 
pretty close call). I love hanging out in a raspberry patch in late spring, collecting God's 
"red gold," and making salsa in the fall from tomatoes and peppers grown in my garden. 
I am also a fairly competitive athlete, though I am getting more and more disappointed 
in my uncooperative body. I look forward to meeting you, enjoying some engaged 
conversation and learning experiences, and discovering the wonders of New Zealand. 
 


