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David Warners grew up in Grand Rapids, Michigan and graduated from Calvin College with a 
major in biology and chemistry in 1985. Dave earned a Masters degree in Environmental 
Studies from the University of Wisconsin-Madison and a PhD in Botany from the University of 
Michigan. Between graduate degrees Dave and his wife Teri lived and worked for the Christian 
Reformed World Relief Committee in Tanzania from 1990–1992.   He has been teaching 
ecology, botany and research courses at Calvin for 16 years while doing research with students 
in the areas of conservation, restoration and plant evolution.  Recently he has been involved in 
a community initiative in Grand Rapids to help churches become involved in improving the 
health of an urban stream and its surrounding watershed, work that has included reintroducing 
native habitats into urban and industrial areas.  Dave has taught several classes at Au Sable 
Institute as well as both CCSP campuses and loves the opportunities these educational 
experiences provide for facilitating experiential learning while engaging in a mutually affirming 
community of Christian stewards. Dave enjoys a variety of outdoor activities with Teri and their 
three children, including camping, gardening and cooking.  He is also quite fond of his big tall 
red Schwinn Varsity bicycle, which he rides as much as he possibly can. 
 


